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that all might recognize his well-known person, Hichp-rd's burial
took place privately at Langley, Hertfordshire, February, 1400.
Thus was young Isabella left a widow in her thirteenth year; but
the death of her royal lord was concealed from her, until the in-
quiries of the king of France, and his demands for her restoration
with her dower and jewels, made the wily politician on the English
throne seek her hand in marriage for his son Henry, prince of
Wales, who was in love with her. Isabella was then informed
that her husband was dead, though the manner of it was con-
cealed from her. She refused all alliance with the family of
Richard's enemy, and joined her entreaties with that of her own
royal family to be sont home. The whole of the year 1100 was
consumed in fruitless negotiation respecting her miiiTiage with
the prince of "Wales. As to the required restoration of her portion
and jewels, Henry IT. shamelessly answered, " that her fortune
had been spent by Hichard II., and her jewels divided among his
own six children, and as to the dower, or widow's revenue, Isabella
having been too young for a wife, it could not be paid." He pro-
mised the return of the jewels vrJhen his young princes and prin-
cesses were disposed to give them up; but this they all refused
to do.

Finally, the young widow of the deposed and murdered
Richard II. was sent back to her father in France, utterly bereft
of all her property. It was July 20, 1402, when sir Thomas Percy
(afterwards earl of Worcester) delivered the young queen, in the
deep weeds of widowhood, to the count de St. Pol, at Leulinghen,
a, small town near Boulogne; he and all her kdies took leave of
her with streaming eyes, so much had her virtues and sweet
manners endeared her to them. Isabella was received by her
father's subjects with the utmost love and sympathy; her wrongs
and destitution sharpened the enmity between France and Eng-
land. Her hand was, in 140G, when she entered her nineteenth
year, given to her cousin, Charles of Orleans, who was younger
than herself, but the most accomplished of his race. A very
happy wedlock was early brought fco conclusion by Isabella's
death in childbed, ab the castle of Blois, September 13,1410. The
duke of Orleans' grief amounted to frenzy, but after her infant
daughter was brought to him, he shed tears and became calmer
while caressing it. He mourned Isabella's untimely death in
elegies so beautiful, that they are still remembered in France, for
he was the best poet of his era. Isabella was at first buried at
Blois, and afterwards removed to the church of the Celestines, in
Paris,